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BASIC FACTS
• DG SANCO network project based at SMI, 

Sweden
• Project plans to move to ECDC in 2006
• Collects monthly data on approx. 50 notifiable 

diseases
• Collects only ”minimal data” on case-level
• Uses EC case definitions
• All 25+3 EC member states participate



BACKGROUND
• Physicians and labs required to report 

notifications (40+) to community network
• Dedicated Surveillance Networks (DSN) 

exist for only a minority of notifiable
diseases

• Several different datasets and data transfer 
protocols in use among DSNs
– Considerable strain on national institutes



BSN OBJECTIVES
• Create a standardized system for rapid 

sharing of basic surveillance data
• Create standardized output to compare

and monitor trends of communicable 
diseases

• Describe aspects of surveillance systems 
that might influence trends
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Countries reporting Hep A
• Austria
• Belgium
• Switzerland
• Czech republic
• Germany
• Spain
• Finland
• United Kingdom
• Hungary
• Ireland

• Italy
• Lithuania
• Latvia
• Netherlands
• Norway
• Poland
• Sweden
• Slovenia
• Slovakia



Countries reporting Hep B
• Germany
• Ireland
• Latvia
• Slovenia
• Spain



MINIMAL DATASET
• Case ID (not personal ID, unique)
• Reporting country
• Age
• Sex 
• Case definition (disease specific)

- confirmed
- probable
- possible
- unknown

• Date of report
• Date of statistic



HEP A – EXTRA VARIABLES
• Immunization Status

- fully immunized
- not fully immunized 
- unknown 

• Country of Infection
- country
- unknown



HEP B – EXTRA VARIABLES
• Immunization Status

- fully immunized
- not fully immunized 
- unknown 

• Mode of Transmission 
- heterosexual
- other
- unknown



Hep A - EC case definition
• probable case: A case that meets the clinical

case definition and has an epidemiological
link

• confirmed case: A case that meets the 
clinical case definition and is laboratory
confirmed



Hep B - EC case definition
• probable case: A case that is HbsAg positive 

and has a clinical picture compatible with an 
acute hepatitis

• confirmed case: A case that is laboratory
confirmed



Format of transfer dataset
• Data is currently sent to BSN by mail each

month
• Data is either sent in comma separted files, 

excel-files or in xml-format
• 3 files: basic dataset, additional dataset and 

yearly population grouped by age and sex
• Data is either sent as individual cases or 

aggregated



Age groups
Searchable age groups:

- single year
- five year intervals starting on 0-4
- ten year intervals starting on 0-9
- all ages combined

BSN collects all possible age groups.   











DSNs and BSN
• BSN a technical ”backbone”

– Standardized format
– Efficient data transfers
– Little disease-specific expertise
– Full coverage of notifiable diseases

• DSNs provide disease specific expertise
– Top-level disease expertise
– Varying data transfer procedures and frequency
– Covers a minority of notifiable diseases



DSNs and BSN
• BSN could provide data and 

infrastructure for DSNs
• The role of ECDC?



DSNs and BSN
• BSN could forward data to DSNs monthly or 

yearly
• Need approval from the countries sending

data to BSN
• Need to have same case definitions



DSNs and BSN
• Additional case variables for various DSNs

– Collected by BSN with rest of data
– Collected separately by DSNs



www.eubsn.org

Questions and info: 
bsn@smi.ki.se
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