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EUROHEP.NET

• Feasibility project 
• Focus: 

– surveillance and prevention of vaccine 
preventable hepatitis 

– In 15 EU countries and 12 Assoicated 
States + Israel

• Concerted action (DG Research of EC)
– 36 months, started September 2002



EUROHEP.NET team
• Coordination at the University of Antwerp

• Pierre Van Damme
• Elke Leuridan
• Koen Van Herck
• Alex Vorsters
• Hilde Desloovere

• Partners:
• Mira Kojouharova, Nat. Centre for Inf & Parasitic 

Dis., Bulgaria
• Ron Dagan, Ped. Inf. Dis. Unit, Ben-Gurion 

University, Israel
• Paolo Bonanni, Dept Public Health, Univ. Florence
• Vytautas Usonis, Vilnius University Centre of 

Pediatrics
• Wieslaw Magdzik, Nat. Institute for Hygiene, Warsaw
• Johannes Hallauer, Humboldt University, Berlin



EUROHEP.NET: aim
• Contribute to a better understanding of 

the diversity of the current surveillance 
and vaccination strategies;

• Identify potential hurdles towards 
standardisation and implementation;

• Study the feasibility of such a future 
network, integrating the expertise of 
different stakeholders.

• Facilitate the establishment of a 
European network for surveillance and 
prevention of viral hepatitis A and B 
within this region;



28 countries invited in 2002
20 countries replied on
the electronic survey 

in 2003

2 countries joined in 2004

Today: 
25 countries present

Retrospective data 
of 22 countries





Objectives of the meeting
• Present the results of the survey + work-

packages:
– Surveillance and vaccination programmes in 22 

countries
• Discuss in workshops the feedback from 
• the countries on the draft guidelines 
• Discuss the acceptability and 

implementability of the guidelines
• Present 2 country situations
• Discuss the possibility of interaction with 

related ongoing EU projects and with WHO
• Conclude on the guidelines proposal and on 

the future of a potential network
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